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GEORGE CHANNING HURLBUT. 



OBITUARY. 

GEORGE CHANNING HURLBUT. 

DIED DECEMBER 26TH, igo8. 

The recent unfortunate accident resulting in the death of Mr. 
George C. Hurlbut is in no small measure a grave calamity. Few 
of those who have been connected with the work of this Society 
have left so profound a sense of loss, and none had created, by 
personal qualities of the highest kind, a greater number of sincere 
and devoted friends. In the seventy-fifth year of his age he was 
still an active and earnest worker, and for the quarter of a century 
during which he held the position of Librarian and Editor of the 
Bulletin he steadily strove to increase the efficiency of the work 
in which he was engaged. It is to his modest and untiring labours 
that the Bulletin owes in the broadest sense its present position 
and influence, and it is in no small degree a monument to his capa- 
ble editorship. 

Mr. Hurlbut was born in South Carolina, and shortly after the 
Civil War he went to San Francisco, where for several years he was 
Librarian of the Mercantile Library, and where his work is still 
remembered. In 1883, having come to New York, he became 
Librarian of this Society, which position he occupied until the time 
of his death, gradually identifying himself closely with the Society's 
work, and striving in every way toward the maintenance of that 
ideal of educational growth and influence of which every organiza- 
tion of like nature must be the expression. 

He was possessed of a courtesy and consideration which aided 
him to make and to keep a great number of cordial friends, and his 
death has taken from the American Geographical Society a fellow- 
worker not soon to be replaced, and a personality beloved more 
deeply than can be easily comprehended by those who did not have 
the good fortune to know him. 
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RESOLUTIONS OF THE COUNCIL. 

Whereas: Mr. George Channing Hurlbut, Librarian of the American Geograph- 
ical Society, on December 25 last departed this life; and 

Whereas: The members of the Council and of the Society have thus lost a col- 
league and officer, in speaking of whose death there is demanded an expression of 
universal love for his personality, coupled with sincere admiration for the work he 
has accomplished. His qualities were those of truth and gentleness, and throughout 
the twenty- five years, during which he was Editor of the Bulletin and Chief Libra- 
rian of this Society, his character made itself felt in the maintenance of that high 
ideal of dignity and scholarship to which the members of this Council may justly look 
with satisfaction and admiration. He accepted his trust with modesty, and with 
modesty he maintained it to the end. Our Society owes to him profound gratitude 
and lasting respect. 

There is perhaps a certain fitness that a life for so many years faithfully devoted 
to the interests and efforts of others should itself be given up on Christmas Day. 

Therefore be it resolved: That we, the Councillors of the American Geographical 
Society, on behalf of ourselves and its members, desire to make permanent memorial 
of our sense of deep bereavement, and to offer to the family of our deceased friend 
the assurance of our profound sympathy. 

And be it further resolved: That this minute be entered on the records of the 
Society, and that a copy of these Resolutions be suitably engrossed and presented to 
the sorrowing family. 



